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Asia

Worldôs largest and most populous region

> 4 billion people, > 60% worldôs population
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About 5,000-year-old cultural heritage



Women in Physics

Although the problem of under-representation 

of women in scientific professions is universal, 

there might be important regional similarities 

and differences in the manifestations of the 

problem.



Women in Physics Faculty Positions (%)

Differences from country to country are significant.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

1

Hungary
Portugal
Philippines
USSR
Thailand
Italy
Turkey
China
Brazil
Poland
Spain
France
Belgium
India
South Africa
E. Germany
Ireland
Taiwan
Austria
New Zealand
Australia
Netherlands
Mexico
United Kingdom
USA
Korea
Norway
Switzerland
W. Germany
Canada
Japan

~1985



Working with something I find important and meaningful.
Report by Schreiner & Sjøberg, 2005
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I would like to become a scientist.
Report by Schreiner & Sjøberg, 2005
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IUPAP Member Countries

Non members, but countries with working groups

Source: Barbara Sandow



Collaborating Big Science Projects (East, South, Southeast Asia)
Particle/Nuclear Experiments (not complete): CLEO, MINOS, NOvA, LHCb, STAR, 

BaBar, Belle, ZEUS, CDF, ATLAS, DZero, ALICE, CMS, BES, H1, T2K, Daya Bay,
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CMS Experiment
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Women Physicists in Asia

2nd International Conference on Women in Physics

May 23-25, 2005 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,

Only 15 Asian participants from China, India, Japan, and 

Korea among the 142 participants from 42 countries.

Network

It is evidently necessary to develop and organize an 

international network, especially within the Asian 

countries which have similar cultural backgrounds and 

geographical closeness.

Youngah Park



Asian Networking

International Workshop on Asian Women in Physics 
2005 in Korea

Over 40 people from 6 countries and regions  attended, 
presented reports on their current situation and compared 
regional similarities and differences.

Youngah Park



Education and Training in Asia

Huge variations from country to country

Government Funding

Literacy Rate

Classroom Conditions

Physicists / Population Ratio

Lab Facilities in Universities
From ñwell equippedò to ñhopelessly underequippedò / 
ñextremely limitedò

Segregation by gender

Most of Asian countries segregate girls and boys for 
Junior high / High school education.


